

CLAIMS 



What is claimed is: 



1. 



A method for sending data using a communications device, comprising: 



creating a data file for sending using said communications device; 

retrieving at least one destination address from a user's personal database stored remotely 
from said communications device for sending said data file to said at least one 
address; and 

sending said data file to said at least one destination address. 

2. The method of claim 1, wherein said retrieving at least one destination 
address from a user's personal database stored remotely from said communications device 
for sending said data file to said at least one address, comprises: 

identifying a user of said communications device; and 
accessing a personal database of said user. 

3. The method of claim 2, wherein said accessing a personal database of said 
user comprises: 

logging onto a server hosting a storage media for storing said personal database of said 
user; 

retrieving data from said personal database of said user; and 

displaying said retrieved data to said user through said communications device. 

4. The method of claim 3, wherein said logging onto a server hosting a 
storage media for storing said personal database of said user comprises connecting to said 
server using the Internet. 
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The method of claim 1, wherein said retrieving at least one destination 



address from a user's personal database stored remotely from said communications device 
for sending said data file to said at least one address, comprises: 
retrieving a server location associated with a user from a directory service; 
accessing said server location; 

accessing said user's personal database through said server location; and 
selecting at least one destination address from said user's personal database with said 
communications device. 

6. The method of claim 5, wherein said retrieving a server location associated 
with a user from a directory service comprises: 

prompting said user to enter a secure identification string into said communications 
device; 

connecting to said directory service; and 

determining said server location from data associated with said secure identification string 
accessible to said directory service. 

7. The method of claim 6, further comprising determining a username from 
data associated with said secure identification string accessible to said directory service. 

8. The method of claim 5, wherein said selecting at least one destination 
address from said user' s personal database with said communications device comprises 
selecting at least one destination address from the group consisting of e-mail addresses, 
facsimile numbers, phone numbers, and uniform resource locators. 

9. The method of claim 5, wherein said directory service comprises a 
lightweight directory access protocol interface. 
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10. A method for obtaining data using a communications device, comprising: 
identifying a user of said communications device; 

connecting to a directory server for retrieving a username of said user and a server 
identification; 

constructing a messaging application program interface profile for connecting to a server 

associated with said server identification; 
connecting to said server; 

logging in to said server as said user using said username; and 
accessing a personal database of said user accessible to said server. 

11. The method of claim 10, wherein connecting to a lightweight directory 
access protocol interface for retrieving a username of said user and a server identification 
comprises: 

passing an identity of said user to said directory service; 

retrieving data corresponding to said identity of said user stored by said directory service; 
and 

passing said retrieved data to said communications device. 

12. The method of claim 1 1 , further comprising extracting a username from 
said retrieved data. 

13. The method of claim 1 1 , further comprising: 
extracting a message transfer agent from said retrieved data; and 
parsing a server identification from said message transfer agent. 

14. The method of claim 13, wherein said parsing a server identification from 
said message transfer agent comprises retrieving a uniform resource locater associated 
with a server. 

15. The method of claim 10, wherein said directory server comprises a 
lightweight directory access protocol interface. 
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16. The method of claim 10, wherein accessing a personal database of said 
user accessible to said server comprises accessing an address book database for storing 
data selected from the group consisting of e-mail addresses, facsimile numbers, uniform 
resource locaters, and names. 

17. The method of claim 10, wherein accessing a personal database of said 
user accessible to said server comprises accessing a personal database stored by a storage 
media hosted by a remote device in communication with said server. 

18. A system for sending data from a communications device to a location 
defined 

by data in a user's personal database, comprising: 
a communications device for sending data to a specified address; and 
a personal database stored remotely from said communications device for storing 
addresses for receiving data. 

19. The system of claim 18, further comprising a server for storing said 
personal database. 

20. The system of claim 18, wherein said personal database stored remotely 
from said communications device for storing addresses for receiving data is stored on a 
server in communication with said communications device. 

21. The system of claim 18, further comprising a lightweight directory access 
protocol interface for storing information. 

22. The system of claim 19, further comprising an Internet connection for 
facilitating communications between said communications device and said server. 
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